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Sino-German Research
and Development Fund

The Sino-German Research and Development Fund continues
today to aid scientific research and collaboration between BASF
and Chinese universities and relevant institutes under the Chinese
Academy of Sciences through stipends and scholarships. Since
May 1997, the Fund has financed more than 51 scientific projects
involving macromolecule material science, organic compounds,

industrial catalyst research, nanotechnology, and biotechnology.

Fourteen scholarships established by BASF at colleges and uni-
versities have benefited a total of 1,200 graduates and undergradu-
ates. In addition, some 5,000 college students have participated
in BASF’s industrial seminars that are held in Shanghai, Nanjing,
and Beijing each year. The Fund also sponsors 10 graduates doing

postdoctoral research in Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Two prizes for youth scientists, which BASF initiated in 2002
in collaboration with the Chinese Chemical Society, are the
CCS-BASF Youth Knowledge Innovation Prize and the CCS-
BASF International Scientific Conference Exchanging Fund. The
Innovation Prize is awarded to two scientists each year. Through
support from the International Scientific Conference Exchanging
Fund, ten scientists in the fields of nanotechnology, polymer ma-
terials processing, and organic compounds have attended noted
academic conventions held in Japan, Germany, the United States,
and France.

Other CSR efforts in China

e The energy-saving concept of Verbund developed at BASF’s
Ludwigshafen, Germany, chemical production site has been put
into practice at the USD 2.9 billion Nanjing-based Integrated
Petrochemical Site in China. The site uses products and resi-
dues of one facility as raw materials for the next one to save on
transportation and energy costs.

e The BASF Kids’ Lab, a unique hands-on chemical experiments
lab for Chinese children, was started in Beijing in 2002, and has
been held in Nanjing and Shanghai in subsequent years. So far,
56,000 schoolchildren have participated. The experiments are
all related to environmental protection practices, such as waste-
paper recycling and wastewater clarifying. Kids’ Lab especially
invites socially vulnerable groups, for instance, deaf and mute
school kids and children of disabled parents and migrant work-
ers, to attend. The activities also provide opportunities for high
school students to volunteer during their summer holidays.

Support Government for Cleaner Energy Research: In June 2004,
BASF and the Chinese Research Academy of Environmental
Sciences (CRAES) under the State Environmental Protection
Administration (SEPA) signed an agreement to jointly establish
a Benz M111 engine test laboratory in Beijing. The laboratory
will operate according to internationally standardized testing
procedures, and will be responsible for setting and supervising
product standards related to fuel quality; assessing the quality
of Chinese gasoline; improving the quality of fuels for motor
vehicles; and reducing emissions. The ultimate goal is to bring
about a cleaner environment in China. The lab started operation
at the end of 2005.
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