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Poverty Alleviation in
Guizhou

Mercy Corps has been working in China since the establishment
of a strategic partnership with China Foundation for Poverty
Alleviation (CFPA) in 2001. Mercy Corps’ approach, both globally
and in China, stresses the importance of building the capacity of
local organizations to continue delivering development assistance
long after Mercy Corps has gone. Specific interventions span many
sectors, but the focus is always on an integrated, community-based
approach to development. Mercy Corps’ goals in China are to col-
laborate with local partners to reduce rural poverty; to improve
livelihood opportunities for vulnerable populations, including
women, rural poor, migrants, ethnic minorities, and people living
with HIV/AIDS; and to strengthen and support local organizations
and initiatives.

From August 2004 to August 2008, with a generous grant from
the European Commission and matching funds from Bayer China,
Sinogolf, and HSBC, Mercy Corps, through CFPA, is assisting the
rural farming community of Liuzhi, Guizhou, to overcome poverty
with the provision of micro-loans and vocational/skill training to
farmers living under the poverty line.

Microfinance is a proven mechanism throughout the world for en-
abling the poor to increase their income, build viable businesses,
and reduce their vulnerability to external shocks. The program in
Guizhou targets poor farmers who have no access to commercial
loans. They now can obtain micro-loans instead. These loans do
not require collateral but are guaranteed through a group lending
mechanism.

Mercy Corps provides capacity-building support, technical ad-
vice, monitoring, and evaluation to CFPA, enabling it to increase
its client base and achieve operational self-sufficiency. Since the
start of this project, 4,731 loans, worth RMB 6,864,400, have been
disbursed to beneficiaries engaged in crop planting, animal hus-
bandry, transportation, and other commercial ventures.

Other Mercy Corp projects in China

e Working with the Development Center for Liangshan Yi Women
and Children to start a Nike Foundation-supported program in
Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan, to help adolescent girls build
income-generation skills through life skills, literacy, and voca-
tional training; the program also will improve the girls’ sexual,
reproductive health, and HIV/AIDS knowledge through health
training and peer education

Assisting CFPA’s microfinance projects in Fuan and Xiapu Coun-
ties, Fujian, with support from Nike and Corning
Donation of RMB 65 million worth of material aid to CFPA’s
flood relief efforts with primarily Nike’s support

Helping CFPA raise funds overseas to support their scholarship
program for impoverished college students
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: WWW.Mercycorps.org; Www.mercycorps.org.hk

MERCY CORPS

Key focus or mission: International relief and development
Year of China entry: 2001

Employees worldwide: 3,400

Employees in China: 5

Website: www.mercycorps.org; www.mercycorps.org.hk
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